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You get what you pay for. That is a
worn cliché that | am sure each of us
has used many times. But | suggest that
this applies to membership in the Order
of the Daughters of the King as well as
it does to imitation watches and free
lunches. Those women who had mini-
mal, perhaps no, preparation for be-
coming a Daughter paid very little for
the privilege of wearing the Order’s
cross, and, | dare say, in many cases be-
lieved that there was, therefore, little
more to being a Daughter than saying a
few prayers. No chapter meetings, no
corporate Communion, no special dedi-
cation to growing into the life of God
through Jesus Christ by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

Many Daughters invested less in be-
coming a Daughter than they did in en-
rolling their kids in soccer. No wonder
then that such women place driving
their kid to soccer higher on their list of
priorities than attending a chapter
meeting. And no wonder that all too
many chapter meetings themselves are
so uninspiring that women who are
hungry to be fed spiritually do not want
to attend them.

Does this sound harsh coming from
your provincial chaplain? It is harsh, but,
alas, based on my nine years as a dioce-
san chaplain and three as provincial

chaplain, all too true. | deeply love the
Order, and | have gotten immense
blessings from my association with it,
but | have found that far too many
Daughters do not understand that they
have a call from God to a special rela-
tionship with Jesus that should, if they
are open to it, draw them more into a
deeper holiness.

| am a firm proponent and supporter of
toughening the discernment period and
training before a woman is permitted
to become a Daughter. Rather than en-
couraging any woman who wants to
wear the “pin” and join her friends for
lunch at “chapter meetings,” | believe
that a woman should be challenged to
discern whether she truly has a call, not
from her friends, but from God, to be-
come a Daughter. She herself should
not only discern if she has a call, but her
trainer should also discern whether she
thinks the candidate has a call. In other
words, the price to become a Daughter
should be made more consistent with
what it is supposed to mean to be one.

You get what you pay for. You value
more that for which you have paid a
higher price. Another cliché is that
there is no cheap grace. Neither should
the price of wearing the cross of the
Order be discounted.

THE REV. MIKE GEMIGNANI
PROVINCE VII CHAPLAIN




evening program of the stations of the cross.

Sunday morning Father Mike will lead us in Holy Communion.
I hope you will join us at beautiful Camp Allen
for an inspiring weekend.

FHS, Brenda

| am excited to invite you to our annual Assembly at Camp Allen. We are doing
something different this year. | had the wonderful experience of attending the
Province IV Retreat at Kanuga in Hendersonville, North Carolina. Their featured
speaker was an artist/teacher/retreat leader, Roger Grenier. | was so moved by his
teaching and so enjoyed his music and beautiful voice that | have invited him to our
retreat at Camp Allen. Grace Sears has invited him to our Triennial Retreat. There is
a short biography telling a little about him on page 8.

We will begin our retreat on Friday night with a concert by Roger. On Saturday we
will have a short, but important business meeting. We are going to vote on a by-law
change regarding the terms of the Executive Committee. That will be followed bya
teaching by Father Mike Gemignani (I just can’t miss that opportunity) . Roger will
present a morning session and two afternoon sessions and will perform a Saturday








































